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Poverty assessment is a difficult exercise because of the fundamental 
uncertainty regarding the appropriate weighing scheme to be used for poverty 
comparisons. Indeed no unanimous agreement can be obtained regarding for 
instance the relative weight a $1-person should be given when compared with 
a $2-person, assuming both are poor, in terms of poverty.  One cannot even be 
sure that an observed decrease in poverty for a population during a given 
period, using a well-defined poverty index with its specific weighing structure, 
will still hold if we consider a different weighing scheme for each observed 
income level. This issue of the robustness of poverty orderings was first 
addressed by Atkinson (1987) that proposed to make use of stochastic 
dominance procedures in order to test the contingency of poverty orderings with 
respect to the choice of a specific poverty index. A somehow undesirable 
feature of this approach is that it does not provide a complete preordering. 
         
However, one can sometimes have the feeling that the odds are relatively  
high that one distribution could be regarded as more desirable in terms of  
poverty than the compared distribution, though no dominance relationship can  
be observed. In other cases, such judgments may be more difficult. In the  
present paper, we try to support this approach by proposing a simple measure  
of how close we are from a dominance relationship of a given order when  
comparing two income distributions. Consequently, the approach makes it  
possible to separate within the set of no-dominance relationships those where  
we could be quite confident in concluding that poverty has increased or  
decreased from those comparisons where such conclusions would be rather 
weak.  
 
An illustration is provided regarded observed poverty changes in developing  
countries during the MDGs era. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


